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(57) Abstract 

A container (1) for laminar articles (3) comprising a first cover (2) having an opening (6) hingedly closed by a second cover (9). The 
opening is for dispensing laminar articles (3) folded one by one in zig-zag fashion. The laminar articles are sealed initially by a tearable 
seal (4). Opening of the second cover (9) occurs by pressure applied to the first cover (2) to release the retaining device and an elastic flap 
(II) to open the second cover (9) automatically thereafter. 
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CONTAINER FOR LAMINAR ARTICLES 



The present application relates to a containing case for laminar articles provided 
with an easy opening closure and means for withdrawing the articles one by one. 

Known in the art are containers for holding laminar articles folded inside it in 
zig-zag fashion, which articles are withdrawn one by one through an opening smaller 
than that of the folded articles inside the container in order to prevent the emergence of 
more than one at a time. These containers have an articulated cover destined to close 
the said opening, which is situated in a depression in a larger cover closing off the 
container. This is the case of the container disclosed in utility model No. 9600309 
applied for in the name of ARBORA HOLDING, S. A. 

Experience has shown that opening the articulated cover is inconvenient because 
access to the edge of same is difficult. Moreover, a certain manual effort has to be made 
in the direction of openings in order to release a pressure device which retains the cover 
in closed position. 

Apart from the disadvantages outlined, it should be noted that the small-towel 
dispensing containers currently known in the art are of considerable capacity and size, 
inappropriate for carrying in a bag. When a user wishes to have a small number of 
towels for use during short trips, then the towels can only be removed from the usual 
container and placed in another smaller container which will not be provided with 
suitable means for withdrawal and closure. 

The containing case for laminar articles object of the invention has been 
designed in order to solve the disadvantages outlined, being especially suitable for 
holding a smaller number of articles than are normally held in the usual containers, and 
easily transportable in a bag, despite which it is provided with means for easy opening 
and withdrawal of the laminar articles one by one. 

This case is of the type which comprise a tray of shallow depth closed by means 
of a first cover. Inside the tray are housed the laminar articles folded one by one in zig- 
zag fashion. On the basis of this known embodiment, the case is essentially 
characterized in that the tray is sealed from origin by means of an impermeable and 
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tearable seal, while the first cover presents an opening with means for one-by one 
removal of the laminar articles. This opening can be closed by means of a second cover 
articulated in the manner of a hinge on the first cover and subjected to pressure in the 
closed position by a retaining device. 

The opening for withdrawal of the articles is smaller than that of the folded 
laminar articles, according to a known embodiment, while it is characterized in that its 
outline presents some wings projecting towards its interior, combined with inlets of the 
outline itself, to form narrow passageways through which part of the laminar article 
passes under friction, preventing withdrawal of more than one laminar article at a time. 

The second articulated cover is of substantially rigid nature, while the first cover 
of the case is more flexible and elastic. In the vicinity of the zone of articulation of the 
second cover is attached at least one flexible and elastic flap which tends to keep it 
open, so that when exterior pressure is brought to bear on the first cover it releases the 
retaining device of the second cover, which opens automatically. 

Between the first cover and the second cover, means for allowing the opening of 
the second cover with respect to the first one by an angle of 1 80° are provided. 

For a better understanding of all that is set out in this specification some 
drawings are attached which show, solely by way of example, a practical example of 
embodiment of the case. 

In said drawings, Figure 1 is an upper plan view of the cover of the case; Figure 
2 is a cross-section view of the case with the cover detached from the tray; Figure 3 is a 
cross-section view of the case with the first cover attached and the second cover open; 
Figure 4 is a view similar to that of Figure 3, but with the second cover closed; and 
Figures 5, 6 and 7 are plan views of the opening through which the laminar articles are 
withdrawn. 

In the drawings, the containing case for laminar articles comprises a flexible and 
elastic tray 1 of shallow depth to which is incorporated a detachable cover 2. Housed in 
the tray 1 are a plurality of laminar articles, such as moistened hand towels folded in 
zig-zag fashion, of general reference 3, protected ex-factory by means of an 
impermeable and tearable laminar seal 4. 

One the cover 2 there is a depressed zone 5 with an opening 6, 6a, 6b (Figures 5, 
6 and 7) which is smaller than that of the folded towels 3 as a whole. This opening 
presents around its outline some wings 7, 7a, 7b projecting towards the interior which, 
combined with some inlets 8, 8a, 8b, form narrow spaces through which part of each 
towel passes under friction as it is withdrawn, preventing more than one coming out at a 
time. 
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On the depressed zone 5 is articulated a second cover 9 much more rigid than 
cover 2, by means of a hinge device 10, which upon lowering closes the opening 6, 6a, 
6b, 6c this position remaining stable owing to a conventional retaining device (not 
shown) between covers 2 and 6, 6a, 6b and 6c. 

Beside the hinge 10, the cover 9 incorporates at least one flexible and elastic flap 
1 1 , which rests on the zone 5 of the cover 2, in such a way that it tends to open the 
cover 9. The flap can be made of a different piece or it can be a prolongation of either 
of the covers 1 and 9. 

Provision has been made also for the flap 1 1 to form a single piece with the two 
covers, one end being attached to the cover 1 and the other one being attached to the 
cover 9. 

When the cover 9 is in the closed position, the cover 2 merely has to be pressed 
in order to deform it slightly and release the retaining device which keeps the cover 9 in 
closed position, which cover then opens automatically driven by the flap 1 1. 

It is foreseen that the covers 1 and 9 are provided with means for allowing the 
opening of the cover 9 by an angle of 1 80° with respect to the cover 1 . « . 

The case described is especially suited to transportation thereof in a bag or the. - 
like and for making available a small, though sufficient, number of towels for use over a 
certain period of time, without need to carry a conventional container of towels, of 
larger capacity but inconvenient to transport in a bag or the like. Moreover, the case has 
a special opening for emergence of the towels or articles contained in its interior, which 
opening prevents the withdrawal of more than one towel at a time. Furthermore, 
opening of the articulated cover 9 is very simple, it being sufficient to press on the 
elastic cover 2. To show the user the most suitable point for application of pressure on 
said cover 2, marking lines 12 have been provided. 

Independent of the object of the invention are the materials used for 
manufacturing of the components of the case, the forms and dimensions of same and all 
the accessory details which might be presented, as long as they do not affect its essential 
nature. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . Containing case for laminar articles provided with easy opening closure and means 
for withdrawing the articles one by one, of the type which comprises a tray of shallow 
depth closed by means of a first cover inside the tray are housed the laminar articles 
folded one by one in zig-zag fashion, essentially characterized in that the tray is sealed 
from origin by means of an impermeable and tearable seal, while the first cover presents 
an opening with means for one-by-one removal of the laminar articles; this opening can 
be closed by means of a second cover articulated in the manner of a hinge on the first 
cover and subjected to pressure in the closed position by a retaining device. 

2. Containing case for laminar articles provided with easy opening closure and means 
for withdrawing the articles one by one, with an opening for withdrawal of the articles 
which is smaller than that of the folded laminar articles, according to claim 1, 
characterized in that the outline of the opening presents some wings projecting towards 
its interior, combined with inlets of the outline itself, to form narrow passageways 
through which part of the laminar article passes under friction, preventing withdrawal of 
more than one laminar article at a time. 

3. Containing case for laminar articles provided with easy opening closure and means 
for withdrawing the articles one by one, according to claim 1 , characterized in that the 
second articulated cover is of substantially rigid nature, while the first cover of the case 
is more flexible and elastic; in the vicinity of the zone of articulation of the second 
cover is attached at least one flexible and elastic flap which tends to keep it open, so that 
when exterior pressure is brought to bear on the first cover it releases the retaining 
device of the second cover, which opens automatically. 

4. Containing case for laminar articles provided with easy opening closure and means 
for withdrawing the articles one by one, according to claim 1, characterized in that 
means for allowing the opening of the second cover with respect to the first one by an 
angle of 180° are provided between the first cover and the second cover. 
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